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Jamieson Webster
Uncanny Conversions

Through the discussion of a case
burdened by uncanny experiences,
and an investigation into the liter-
ature on the clinical treatment of
uncanny phenomena, this paper
seeks an outline of the uncanny in
psychoanalytic treatment – some-
thing which Freud approached
solely through the vehicle of litera-
ture. The uncanny is placed in
relation to somatic phenomena,
attacks on thinking, effects on the
level of the gaze, and repressed
representations that return, seem-
ingly, from the outside. As well,
some aspects of what the uncanny
has to do with sexuality is brought
to the surface. Finally, a case of
Jacques Lacan, from his seminar
on Anxiety, is used as a counter-
case to the uncanny, a vision of
the cure for what ails us in
uncanny experience and all its
attendant anxieties. 

Keywords: uncanny, psychoso-
matic, omnipotence, Bergler
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